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3).—Values of the Dairy Production of Canada, by Provinces, 192%, with Dominion
Totals for 1925-29.
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Subsection 6.—Fruit Farming.

The wild fruits of Canada are numerous and varied. Currants, gooseberries,
raspberries and strawberries grow wild almost as far north as the Aretic circle,
the flavour being unexcelled by that of eultivated varieties. The blueberry grows
in great profusion over a large part of Eastern Canada, while the eranberry is
found over wide areas throughout the Dominion. Ofher wild fruits include the
saskatoon or juneberry of the Prairie Provinces, the choke cherry, the pin or
bird cherry, the buffalo berry, the blackberry, the salmon-berry and the cloud-
berry. Wild plums are found all through the eastern provinees and wild grapes
as far northwestward ag Manitoba.

It iz usual in the farms of Bastern Canada te find orchard or garden fruifs
produced for houschold needs, if pol for sale as ordinary farm produets.
Fruit growing as a speeialized form of agriculture is a comparatively recent
development. The building of the railways and the introduction of refriger-
ator cars provided the means hy which perishable fruits might be rapidly
distributed throughout the Dominion fram districts where climatie and soil
conditions were particularly favourable to the cultivation of fruit. While
commercial fruit growing iz by no means restricted to a few districts and
is often a feature of agricultural production in suburban areas, certain dis-
tricts are mevertheless noted as being the more important centres of fruit
production. The Apnapolis and adjacent alleys in Nova Scotia, the Niagara
peninsula of Ontario and the Okanagan valley in British Columbia are outstand-
ing, but the northern shore of lake Ontario, the Georgian Bay district, the areas
sdjacent to Montreal, the lower British Columbia maintand and Vancouver island
are also noted for their fruit crops.

Smali fruits such as strawberries, raspberries, curranis and gooseberries ave
produced widely throughout Canada. For 1929 the strawherry crop attained the
record quantity of over 14,400,000 quarts worth $1,797,000, in spite of the fact
that the average price obtained was only 12¢ per quart. A better average price
was obtained for raspbetries than in any year since 1925, and the total value of
this ctop was greater than in any year since 1923, The smaller fruits grown for
sale gemerally find a market in nearby towns or cities, :lthough many ship-



